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Seniors pen their stories
BY CIlBnYL SoNirRs ALIBTN

specrar lo l .hr  lnnes

ne lnaD reads his story
oI being shot down in
his 8'26 MaraLLder

b0mber,losiog his loot and
saving all bul one of the crew
rernbers.,fu rother shares

chiidhoocl merrories aboul
Lrsirg sign language to jder-
pret Joc Louis boxing matches
for lis deaflather anrl his
Ifiends. One woman tells .'f
h0$ she helped teach scwing
skills to the ur)del?rivileged ir
lh€ Domiricau Reprblic.
ltese and other stories ofth€
ordilar]' and extraordinar,v
are writien a]rd shared in this

Thursday classes

weekly witing class at the
Vienna Conmunitj/ Center.

Meeting 0nce a week lor
srven mo lhs, the persolal
history class has been led by
Vi""nna resident Bob
Nliddleniss for the last three
years. l\{iddleniss, ar author
oi more than a dozen books
al1al currenUy the editor-ir-
chief of Durbar llouse
Publishing Co.. sairl he loves
w0rking with retirees and hon
r€ their writing skills.

"Over the last 25 years I
have worked $itl a Nobel
Prize wirmeis biogfapbx a
two Ume Ijnnywinner and a
Peabody wir rer, and a Rhodes
Schohr. and by far this person-
al histor_\, class rnoves me the
most," Middleniss said.

Midcllemlss's sirrderts feel
. Inoved, too. "Frorn fie fusl day I

just loved it," said Oakton resi-
delt Debby Per ras, whoIound
oul about the class bv ch€ckiltg
in ler local paper. She had no
idea what the class would be
iike, but hoped lo be able to
{rite lor her onn childre[

"I love listening to every-
bodl' else-our lives are so dif-
ferenl." Perras said, adding
that she also likes to read her

Tmes slafi Photo/Bnan P' ce

Hennat Carter reads aIre of his vnilkgs dnkg a weel4y WtW Your
Persanat Hgtoty Ckss at tnc Vtenna C'ammunity Cemel Cafiel B a
me;ber ol lhe class and aF,a tedcnes a class oh DetsL at wtlrtg

Center, said she is imFessed
with the smiors and excited
about the continuiqq interest in

the writing classes the Viema
Corunlmity Center genexates.
"I feel like we are leading the
way in ofiering opportunities
for *Titers irterested in teling
thei personal history stories,"
Harlan said.

"My writing has gotten be!
ter because it s become easrer
a[d ['m more able to write
now,' said Vienna resident
llcrman Carter who self'pub
lished his autobiograplY in
2000 for his Iamily. 'The words
come together and the }?emo-
ries become better,"

Carter is also a longtime Par_
ticipad of both the wriljne class
and one oI the coordinatoF of
tlle more iDdepeDdent wridng
group that {ollo\ts the class

As dre class nears the end
of its time togetirer, some Peo"
ple are teeling surprised the
time wert so quicldY After
sharing and hearing so many
stories, the participants, many
who started out as strargers to
each other, ha\.e forged new
tiendships and relationships _
through their cofimlon goal 01
$Titing their personal hisl'ones

ihe Vienna cornrnunilY
Cenier s at 120 Chelly
St. S.E., Venna Call
703-255-7801 or visi l
r/vww,vrennava,gov.
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own work to get feedback
{rorn the other students.

Lcw aDd Joar CaIr oI
Arlirgton agree that feedback is
an importalt part of ihe class.
'Irye Ielt inxnediate acceptance
by the group," JoaD Carr said.
Irw Carr said he looks Iorward
1o the weekly meetings. '"lllis
class has helped me go deeper
i nry wriiing lhuks io Bob's
Ieeclback and the other siu
del1iis' Ieedback."

Joan Carr {ee1s the class
has helped her discover the
joy of writil}g. "l !,rant y chil
dren lo know n'ly paleDts and
me," she said.

The z2-men1ber classroonr
meets Thursday nornjngs liom
8:30 to 10;3{)ajn. Durig d}is
time, Micldleniss often offers
some iDsfucdon, but the majof
ty o:f the tlne is spent on student
readings. A tin€heeper helps
keep everyone on schedule-
Each person reads for about
seven nilutes, and then partici
paits co|ment on the work.

Cheryl llarlan, the progra.rn
coordhator {or Ufe
E rancenlent lor the Mature
Adult at the Viema Conxnunity

Altholgh the Wting Your
Personal History c ass
ends in lvarch, another
sess on slaTts n
September. n the
meantime, the Vienna
Comrnunly Centef w I
host the Sixth Annua
Wilng Your Persona
History Symposium
Thlrsday, May 4, lrom 10
a.rn. lo 2 p.rn. Bag lunches
are encouraged- Cosi s
$5. Call 703-255-7801.
The center a so olfers the
lo lowing classesl
. Wri ing Yo!r Personal
History For the tvlore
Indepefdent Writer,
coordinaled by Herman
Carler and Pat Lavey;
ThLrrsdays, April 6
through Aug. 17, irom
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.rn.
. Leaving Your Legacy:
Writing Your Va ues and
BeJieis fof Future
Generations, Thursdays,
Apri l  13 27, from 8:30 to
10:30 a.m.
. Create Your Own
Cookbook Wlth Personal
Precious Memories,
Thursdays, IVay 11
lhrough June 1, from I to
10:30 a.rn.
. One Day Overv ew DVD
Sioryboard class,
Thursday, N.4ay 18, from 1
10 3 D.m.


